Family History Institute of 
Southwest Virginia

Saturday, April 10, 2010
8:00-9:00

Registration, book displays open
9:00-9:15

Welcome and opening remarks, 

                        
Linda Brogden
9:15-10:30
The Reality of Researching Your Indian Ancestry,                     
Carolyn Billingsley, Ph.D.
10:30-11:00
Coffee/soft drinks; visit booksellers

11:00-12:00
Researching the 20th Century Soldier,              

Frieda Davidson
12:00-1:30
Lunch on your own; book displays continue

1:30-2:30
Melungeons and Other Mixed Race Groups, Carolyn Billingsley, Ph.D.
2:30-3:15
Cemetery Art and Symbolism,      Frieda Davison
3:15-3:45
Coffee/soft drinks; book sales close after break

3:45-4:45
Let’s All Move to Rocky Top,                                        
                                Carolyn Billingsley, Ph.D.

4:45
Announcements; adjourn until the banquet

6:30
Banquet:  Wytheville Golf Club, 
1325 W. Lee Highway, followed by musical program:  Old Time Appalachian Folk Music, with Sam Gleaves              
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Sponsored by the Wythe County 

Genealogical and Historical Association
Family History Institute of Southwest Virginia

There will be something for the beginner as well as those already doing research on their families.  The purpose of the day is to provide information of interest to genealogists, historians, authors and researchers. Carolyn Earle Billingsley, Ph.D. is the Program Director for the Bachelor of Arts in Genealogical Studies at Akamai University, author of Communities of Kinship and a board member of the Association of Professional Genealogists.   Her topic on Indian ancestry will include researching the majority of our Native American ancestors who were not officially enrolled in U.S. Government or Indian rolls .Her second lecture will shed light on groups of people like Melungeons, who illustrate the complexity of researching based on assumption of race. Her last topic for the day will look at why our ancestors moved where they did. Frieda Patrick Davison, Russell County, Virginia native and Dean of Libraries at the University of South Carolina Upstate in Spartanburg, South Carolina, will in her topic about the 20th century soldier give you   resources available for WWI, WWII, Korean and Vietnam research. In her topic about cemeteries she will cover information on stones often not observed by the genealogist or family historian who just copies the names and dates.  Sam Gleaves, accomplished musician and senior at George Wythe High School, will provide the musical program after the banquet.  Sam has recently been awarded the 2009 Berea College Pinnacle Scholar of Excellence scholarship for his accomplishments in music.   
Book vendors will be available beginning at 8:00 a.m.

The institute will print a list of participants (with addresses and E-mails) with the surnames (limit three) they are researching in S.W. Virginia.  Anyone wishing to meet the person mentioned will have an opportunity at the conference.  Please return your list with registration.

REGISTRATION

The full fee for the Institute includes registration, participant’s list, handouts, coffee/soda breaks and banquet with all gratuities and taxes included.  You will have a choice of many local restaurants for breakfast and lunch on your own.  Fee options are listed on the registration form. There is an additional $5 fee for registrations after March 20th.
Note:  We must guarantee the number for the banquet in advance and encourage you to please register before March 20, 2010.  Location of the banquet is the Wytheville Golf Club, 1325 W. Lee Highway (Rt.11).
Location and Lodging
The institute will be held at the state-of-the art Wytheville Meeting Center located at 333 Community Boulevard, Wytheville, VA.
Directions to Wytheville Meeting Center:  From I-81 take exit 73, stay on Main St. and turn right into the entrance to Wytheville Community College.  Drive to the top of the hill to the circle drive and the Meeting Center will be on your left.
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A block of rooms has been reserved for the Institute at the Best Western Wytheville Inn located at 355 Nye Rd.  When making your reservation be sure to mention you are with the Wythe County Genealogical and Historical Association Family History Institute.  Rates are $45.00 plus tax. For reservations call 276-228-7300 or toll free 1-800-224-9172. Reservations should be made by April 2nd to receive the group rate.

Directions to Best Western Wytheville Inn: From I-81 North (Bristol) and I-81 South/I-77 North (Roanoke or Hillsville) take Exit 72 (stay in the right lane) and then take Exit 41 and turn left on Peppers Ferry Road. From I-77 South (Bluefield) take Exit 41 and turn left on Pepper’s Ferry Rd., then right onto Nye Rd.  The Wytheville Meeting Center is a short drive from the Best Western. From the Best Western turn left on Nye Rd., then left onto Pepper’s Ferry, then left onto Community Blvd. The Meeting Center is just past Comfort Suites.
CONFERENCE  REGISTRATION

Family History Institute of Southwest Virginia

Saturday, April 10, 2010
Mail to:  REGISTRATION
Family History Institute of Southwest Virginia

P.O. Box 1601, Wytheville, VA  24382

wythecogha@gmail.com
Phone:  276-228-7895     E-mail:  lbrogden@embarqmail.com
Please use full names for purposes of name tags.

NAME(s)____________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________
CITY,STATE,ZIP______________________________________
PHONE______________E-MAIL_________________________
NAMES RESEARCHING (limit 3 per registrant)______________
____________________________________________________
REGISTRATION FEE

Conference and Banquet

Members                          $53.00X____               _____

  
 Non-members 
      $62.00X____               _____

Saturday Session (no banquet)
Members

       $25.00X____
       _____

 Non-members
       $30.00X____              _____
Banquet Only

Members

       $28.00X____
       _____

Non-members
       $32.00X____              _____
Registration after March 20        
 add                                                     $ 5.00X____              _____


Membership in WCGHA

 Individual    
        $15.00
       _____


 Family (one address)        $25.00
       _____

Check enclosed



     $_____

Make checks payable to:  WCGHA

    

No refunds after March 27.
   
    
The Wythe County Genealogical and Historical  Association


P.O.  Box 1601


Wytheville, Virginia  24382








